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Alan Haaland

| am a Cougar XR 7 convertible, born on Thursday, January 16, 1969 in Dearborn, Michigan. | was medium green metallic
with a black interior when | left the central U.S. for my first home on the West coast of BC. | was too young to remember my first
family but | was with them for about ten years and they took very good care of me. William G. Francis, my second owner, had me
painted Corvette yellow and wanted to make radical changes in order to convert me to a drag racer. During this time, Brad and
Heather Whitaker were looking for a replacement for their honeymoon car, a ' 65 four-speed Mustang convertible, which had taken
them to Niagara Falls and back. They told me later that they hated to sell the poppy red Mustang, but the clutch was too heavy for
Heather to handle, something a little bigger, softer-riding and easier to drive had to be found. Brad had brought several prospects
home only to have them rejected by Heather for one reason or another. He hit on the idea of a Cougar and saw anice’68, but it was

¥ not a convertible. Unknown to them at that time, Cougar did not make a
convertible until 1969 and with the hint that a first-year production fea
# ture might be valuable in the future, Brad set out to find this combination.
| Fortunately for me, one week before | was to undergo surgery, my owner
had an emergency cash shortage and | was next on Brad's list to see. He
took me home to see if | would fit in the garage and when Heather came
in to see me, it was love at first sight. So, with 100,000 miles and afairly
sound body, | was adopted on April 8th, 1981 by the Whitakers.

I had been in a fender-bender before my adoption, so | needed a bit of a
face-lift. Brad took me to a body shop for repair but the quarter panel was
not shaped correctly and had to be re-done. It was discovered that | had
some surface rust so plans were made to have this repaired when funds
allowed. In 1984 | got a new top, plexiglass rear window and got my
promised face-lift and new paint, 1974 Ford Maverick Grabber Y ellow.

(Continued on page 2)
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Brad didn’t plan on keeping me for very long as he was looking for a certain Mopar he’ d once owned but Heather and | made a pact
that | would behave, not incurring heavy expenses, and we would just let him keep looking. After ten years and 50,000 miles, the
fateful day arrived when a perfect duplicate of the’68 Dart GTS convertible was found. Heather had to step in and argue on my be-
half and finally won, so the search was on to find alocal Cougar club to see if | was worth restoring fully. Finding a local club was
easier than expected. For years we had attended shows as spectators and someone kept dropping fliers and membership applications
into my interior. Brad finally saved one and called the perpetrator, Scott Ferguson. Questions were exchanged and Scott asked that |
be brought to the next meeting for inspection and consultation. It was discovered that not only was | worth restoring, but most of me
remained untouched since | left the assembly plant. Brad and Heather were so pleased, we joined the club right then and there. As
time went on, Brad wanted to give me more energy by changing my 351 Windsor to a big block, but was convinced by purists to
keep me factory original and hop me up thus retaining my value. Thus, in late 1999 | was billotted at Lorne & Betty Pirson’s garage
for several months while my rear end was changed from 3.0 to 3.5 posi, my tranny was gone over (still okay), | got new brakes,
shocks, total engine compartment restoration including inner fenders, and ended up with about 80 more horsepower (take that Dart!).
In 2000 | got new wheels, tires, stereo speakers and custom exhaust system, and in 2001 | got a new windshield and a little nip and
tuck work to fix some door and fender dings. Naburn Auto Body in Surrey, BC has restored me to my former splendour, matching
my Grabber yellow paint and having my front bumper, one rocker and bezel re-chromed. | was also treated to a professional interior
detailing in preparation for the large number of upcoming shows. Asmy interior isall original and still in good shape, it was decided
to care for it rather than replace it. For al this attention and expense, | have rewarded my owners by winning trophies and making
them proud. We have recently returned from aroad trip to Renton, Washington where | won a Second Place in my class at the Cas-
cade Cougar Club Prowl. Although | have won three Seconds and one Third, my best awards to date are a First Place finish in the
Cougar division at last year's annual Mustang show and most recently a First (Cougar division) at the 2001 Hallmark Shelby Show. |
understand there are even more positive changes in store for me over time, like new carpets. | can hardly wait, after all | may be 32
in human years, but I'm 121 in cat years, and | still feel fine.




